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Further information: 
Dr. Sandra Schmidt,  
Public Relations Manager,  
PLANTAMEDIUM Ltd. (Germany) 
Phone: +49 2581/92790-73,  
E-Mail: schmidt@plantamedium.de 
 
Notes for the editor: 

1. European Framework 6 Program (FP6): The Framework Program (FP) is the 
European Union’s main instrument for funding research in Europe. Six Framework 
Programs (FPs) have been implemented since 1984, each covering a period of five 
years with the last year of one FP and the first year of the following FP overlapping. 
The current sixth FP (FP6) aims to contribute to the creation of a true “European Re-
search Area” (ERA). ERA is a vision for the future of research in Europe, an internal 
market for science and technology. It fosters scientific excellence, competitiveness 
and innovation through the promotion of better co-operation and coordination be-
tween relevant actors at all levels. The biggest part of FP budget will be spent on fo-
cussing and integrating future research activities on seven thematic priority areas 
such as Food Quality and Safety. 
 

2. Gent University, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Laboratory of Parasitology, 
Merelbeke, Belgium 
The Laboratory of Parasitology of the Gent University, Faculty of Veterinary Medi-
cine, employs a total of about 22 veterinarians, biotechnologists and laboratory tech-
nicians with expertise ranging from parasite epidemiology and immunology to 
helminth molecular biology. The research group has extensive experience with the 
epidemiology and control of gastrointestinal nematode infections in cattle and small 
ruminants in Belgium and the tropics and strong expertise in a broad range of bio-
chemical and molecular techniques including anthelmintic resistance. Laboratory 
techniques such as ELISA, (Real-Time) PCR, polymorphism and proteomic tech-
niques, recombinant protein production and chromatography are applied routinely. 
 

 


