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The FLOTAC is a novel apparatus
patented for a multivalent

copromicroscopic technique,

the FLOTAC technigue .

Based on flotation in centrifuge
and translation of the apical
portion of the floating
suspension, it is capable of
giving egg/larva/oocyst counts
In quantities up to

1 gram of faeces

(volume = 10 ml).



The coverslip used in traditional flotation methods is
removed from the faecal suspension and placed on
the microscope slide.

Besides the flotation solution used, there is no way
to insure that:

1) the total quantity of parasitic elements float to the
top of the suspension;

2) all the floated parasitic elements adhere to the
NN/ \ N\ underside of the coverslip.

Translation

The FLOTAC takes advantage of the facts that,

1) when flotation takes place in a centrifuge, all
parasitic elements float to the top;

2)  if the top portion of the flotation suspension is
transversally cut (translated), all parasitic
elements can be collected and examined
under a microscope.

Centrifugation



The FLOTAC apparatus holds two sample flotation chambers,
5 ml each, for a total volume of 10 ml. The FLOTAC apparatus

has two ruled grids with12 equidistant ruled lines.
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Where the dilution of faeces is 1 in 10, the reading of

* 1 grid (total volume is 5 ml = 0.5 g of faeces) gives
an analytic sensitivity of 2 EPG/LPG/OPG

* 2 grids (total volume is 10 ml = 1.0 g of faeces) gives
an analytic sensitivity of 1 EPG/LPG/OPG
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